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BASIC -ABSTRACT: 

NOVELTY - Production of a germicidal and germ- inhibiting active agent 
comprises : 

(a) comminuting and mixing material from different plant varieties; 

(b) adding a liquid to the comminuted mixture to form a liquid mixture 
containing at least 50 wt . % liquid; 

(c) storing the liquid mixture for a predetermined period; and 

(d) extracting active agent from the stored liquid mixture. 
ACTIVITY - Antibacterial; fungicidal; insecticidal . 
MECHANISM OF ACTION - None given. 

USE - The active agent is useful as a preservative, disinfectant, plant 
protectant, e.g. fungicide, or insecticide, and can also be used as a component 
of cosmetics. An active agent obtained from oregano, pimento and horseradish 
is especially used in a paste-like product for the control of mildew and yeasts 
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and other decay-causing organisms e.g. E. coli bacteria. An active agent 
obtained from moss, lichen and cherry laurel berries is used in plant 
protection for the control of aphids and rose mildew and fungal and yeast 
attack. A mixture of active agents from (i) oregano, (ii) horseradish root and 
ginger and (iii) garlic cloves and peeled onions is useful as a natamycin 
substitute for the preservation of especially cheese and sausage products. 

ADVANTAGE - The method is simple, readily reproducible and avoids the problems, 
especially environmental contamination, energy costs and potential toxicity, 
associated with the production of synthetic active agents. 
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